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Introducing Young Children to Nature – Report of a National Survey, May 2014 

 

Chris Rose   chris@campaignstrategy.co.uk  

 

A nationally representative survey (N=2000, representative by age and sex) was conducted 

for the Fairyland Trust www.fairylandtrust.org in December 2013, as part of the British 

Values Survey run by Cultural Dynamics Strategy and Marketing, CDSM [1].  The questions 

were fielded by GMI and each had a Likert scale of options 1 – 5, st o gl  ag ee, slightl  
agree, neither agree nor disagree, slightly disagree, strongly disagree .  The su e  as 
conducted online using a sample weighted to be represenataive. 

 

The key question asked for the Fairyland Trust (www.fairylandtrust.org – contact Chris Rose, 

Director at chris@fairylandtrust.org ) was agreement/disagreement with the state e t it is 
ital to i t odu e ou g hild e  to atu e .  (Respondents were also segmented by 

motivational values.  That analysis will be subject to a subsequent report). 

 

56.2% opted for st o gl  ag ee  a d % so e hat .  O l  . % a ti el  disag eed and just 

8.1% opted fo  eithe  ag ee o  disag ee .  

Chris Rose, Director of the Fairyland Trust who commissioned the survey says:  The 

overwhelming support for the idea of introducing children to nature is fantastic news, as 

research has shown most children now cannot recognize most common wild plants and 

a i als, a d so e ha e t e e  see  a u le ee . 

The poll also found that women agree somewhat more strongly than men, and older people 

more than younger people.  (Whether or not people are actually engaged in nature is a 

different matter – see blog at http://threeworlds.campaignstrategy.org/ ). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: national result, 2000 representative adults. 

It is vital to introduce young children to nature.
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Above and below: differences amongst men and women.  The great majority of both sexes 

agree that it is vital to introduce young children to nature  

 

 

A o e ta le a d elo  g aph: st o gl  ag ee  it is ital to i t odu e ou g hild e  to 
atu e   age 

Other evidence suggests that engaging young children in nature has the greatest influence 

on them as adults [2].  This means young  as in three to four years of age up to about eight 

to eleven years.  

It is vital to introduce young children to nature.

SEX

Male Female

Strongly agree 52.1% 60.2%

Slightly agree 31.2% 27.0%

Neither agree nor 10.2% 6.2%

Slightly disagree 4.0% 2.8%

Strongly disagree 2.6% 3.8%

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

70.0%

Strongly

agree

Slightly

agree

Neither

agree nor

disagree

Slightly

disagree

Strongly

disagree

Male

Female

It is vital to introduce young children to nature.

AGE

15-17 18-20 21-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

Strongly agree 37.2% 26.3% 48.6% 50.1% 49.7% 62.6% 63.9% 67.1%
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A o e st o gl  ag ee   age. 

Below: tables shows thesignifcances by age.  There is a clear age difference.  Older people 

are significantly more likely to agree and less likely to disagree, and younger ones show the 

opposite skew.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colou ed ells sho  i de  hi h takes a ou t of the size of ea h age seg e t i  the 
population when assessing the significance of differences in response.  Red indicates 

statistically significant positive result at 99% confidence level.  Eg people over 65 have an 
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Sum of CWSARMG AGE

Q7R1 15-17 18-20 21-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ Grand Total

Strongly agree 15 22 92 165 161 213 178 279 1125

37.2% 26.3% 48.6% 50.1% 49.7% 62.6% 63.9% 67.1% 56.2%

1.4% 1.9% 8.2% 14.7% 14.3% 18.9% 15.9% 24.8%

66 47 86 89 88 111 114 119

Slightly agree 18 28 60 114 117 81 71 93 581

44.1% 34.0% 31.7% 34.4% 36.1% 23.7% 25.3% 22.5% 29.0%

3.1% 4.8% 10.3% 19.6% 20.1% 13.9% 12.2% 16.0%

152 117 109 119 124 82 87 77

Neither agree nor disa 3 20 26 35 26 22 15 16 163

7.5% 24.7% 13.6% 10.6% 8.0% 6.5% 5.4% 3.8% 8.1%

1.9% 12.4% 15.7% 21.5% 15.8% 13.6% 9.2% 9.8%

92 303 166 130 98 80 66 47

Slightly disagree 3 11 10 10 14 14 3 2 68

8.3% 13.9% 5.1% 3.0% 4.3% 4.2% 1.1% 0.5% 3.4%

5.1% 16.9% 14.2% 14.8% 20.7% 20.9% 4.4% 3.0%

247 412 150 90 128 123 31 14

Strongly disagree 1 1 2 6 6 10 12 25 64

2.8% 1.1% 1.1% 1.8% 1.8% 3.0% 4.3% 6.1% 3.2%

1.8% 1.4% 3.1% 9.5% 9.3% 16.1% 18.8% 39.8%

89 35 33 57 58 95 135 192

Grand Total 41 82 189 330 323 340 279 415 2000

2.1% 4.1% 9.4% 16.5% 16.2% 17.0% 14.0% 20.8%



4 

 

i de  of , ea i g the  a e % o e likel  tha   ha e, to st o gl  ag ee .  – 17 

year olds index at 66 meaning they are 44% less likely than the population as a whole to 

st o gl  ag ee .  O a ge i di ates sig ifi a t positi e esult at . % le el, lue sig ifi a t 
negative at 99%, green significant negative at 97.5%.  

Two Other Questions 

The survey also included two other statements related to places, magic and folklore: I am 

interested in real British folklore, magic, ancient places and legends , and I have a favourite 

place which makes the hair stand up on the back of my kneck .  

I am interested in real British folklore, 

magic, ancient places and legends. 

Strongly agree 22.5%   

Slightly agree 36.8%   

Neither agree nor disagree 22.4%   

Slightly disagree 11.7%   

Strongly disagree 6.6%   

 

 

Above:  I am interested in real British folklore, magic, ancient places and legends   

Most people agree: 59.3%, while just 18.3% actively disagree.  This presumably is one 

reason for the appeal of (or a reflection of the influence of) the work of groups like the 

National Trust, and generations of a ti ua ia s  of all st ipes, as ell as books like Lord of 

the Rings.  Psychologist, University Professor and shaman Brian Bates brinsg these together 

in his exploration of The Real Middle Earth , by which he means contemporary Britain and 

its direct links to the ancient pre-Christian world evoked in Tolkein s ooks.  
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40.6% say yes, 14.8% st o gl , to this more personal connection to a specially evocative or 

magical place.  The most popular choice is eithe , although we don t k o  ithout 
qualitative research whether this is due to ambivalence about the question, or simply 

because people have not really considered it before. 

Ends 

[1] www.cultdyn.co.uk – contact Pat Dade, Director, at pat@cultdyn.co.uk  

[2] eg (a) Childhood Development and Access to Nature: A New Direction for Environmental 

Inequality Research, Susan Strife and Liam Downey.   

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3162362/ Research has shown that 

regardless of race, ethnicity, and socioeconomic status, early childhood experiences in 

nature significantly influence the development of lifelong environmental attitudes and 

values . 

(b) Ricahrd Louv, Last child in the Woods: Saving Our Children From Nature Deficit Disorder, 

(Atlantic Books 2010), p 150: 

I   Tho as Ta e  at Io a “tate U i e sit  o du ted a stud  of e i o e atlists 
fo ati e i flue es .  He fou d that Fa  a d a a  the ost f e ue tl  ited i flue e as 
childhood expe ie e of atu al, u al o  othe  elati el  p isti e ha itats .  Fo  ost of 

Strongly agree 14.8%

Slightly agree 25.8%

Neither agree nor d 30.7%

Slightly disagree 17.4%

Strongly disagree 11.3%

I have a favourite place which makes the hair 

stand up on the back of my neck.
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these individuals, the natural habitats were accessible for unstructured play and discovery 

ea l  e e  da  he  the  e e kids .  “tudies i  a  ou t ies ha e epli ated his 

findings and in 2006 Nancy Wells and Kristi Lekies went beyond studying the childhood 

influences of environmenatlists; they looked at a broad sample of urban adults, ages 

eighteen to ninety.  The study indicated that adult concern for, and behavior related to, the 

e i o e t de i es di e tl  f o  pa ti ipati g i  su h ild atu e a ti ities  as pla i g 
i depe de tl  i  the oods, hiki g, fishi g a d hu ti g efo e the age of ele e . 

(c ) children younger than 12 were willing to attribute emotional feelings to trees as well as 

a i als, a d that thei  i te p etatio  of a sto  a out a t ee see s to e losel  asso iated 
ith feeli gs of e path  fo  the t ee a d appea s to pe it the  to assu e its pe spe ti e   

Chalawa http://www.peecworks.org/peec/peec_reports/01795CA8-

001D0211.34/jdpchawla.pdf 
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